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1853 ment; and (3) that the points thus summarized should form the subject of a Sened which should attest the mutual confidence of the two Governments.
Mem.               In the demands of Russia there are some things which may be
Porte6 accepted without hesitation, there are others which might be acquiesced in rather than incur the risks of a rupture, there are others again which are inadmissible. With respect to the last, can they be so modified as to class with those of the second category ? Let us take the bases as proposed in Prince Menshikov's official Note. There is nothing new in the first basis, except the application to those who profess the Orthodox religion of privileges enjoyed by other classes of Christians, and that which is new is not objectionable. The real difficulty consists in this : Russia requires the insertion of the afore* mentioned privileges in a Sened having the force of a treaty, and would thus make herself the arbitress of all that concerns the Russo-Greek religion and clergy. If another less binding form were given to the Sened, the proposed basis might be admitted in substance without danger of serious embarrassment, the Sultan, as before, protecting those privileges in virtue of his own promise, now to be renewed and repeated more explicitly than before in an Imperial firman, with a communciation to the Four Powers by way of guarantee.
The second basis is already complied with in spirit and in reality by the official Note communicating the two firmans to the respective Embassies of France and Russia.
The Sened itself which forms the third basis may be admitted for objects divested of their objectionable qualities.
Thus it would appear that of the three bases, two might be accepted by the Porte, and the remaining one is shewn to be superfluous.
In answering Prince Menshikov's Note, care should be taken not to give too prominent a place to the grant of privileges, inasmuch as it is highly desirable for the Sultan to have the exclusive credit of the concessions confirmed or extended by him.
What relates to the bases ought also to be accompanied with or preceded by a temperate though firm vindication of the Porte's conduct in regard to such matters as admit of vindication in a frank and explicit manner.
The friendly assurances of Russia ought, moreover, to be responded to in a similar spirit, but not without notice being taken of the dictatorial proceedings which have characterized in some respects the embassy of Prince Menshikov.
Credit should at the same time be taken by the Porte for having met the wishes of Russia, in so far as existing obligations elsewhere